
2 SAMUEL – David becomes king 
The second book of Samuel begins with 

David’s coronation in Hebron by the people 

of Judah, his own tribe. His rule was 

constrained by the fact that some tribes were 

still loyal to Saul’s surviving son 

Ishbosheth, and his commander Abner. But 

after seven years the power struggle was 

resolved by the assassination of Ishbosheth, 

and David became king over all Israel. His 

first move, to unify the tribes, was to create 

a new capital in the centre of the country. 

Jerusalem was well guarded by deep 

valleys and with a good water supply. Here 

he built a palace, and to strengthen the 

worship of God, brought up the Ark from its 

long exile. The Philistines had left him alone 

while the country was divided. Now, 

perceiving him as a real challenge, they 

launched a pre-emptive strike against his 

new capital, forcing him to flee. But seeking 

God’s help in prayer, he rallied, and in two 

decisive conflicts in the Valley of Rephaim 

outside Jerusalem, ended permanently the 

ambitions of his fierce neighbours.  

 

The seventh chapter of 2 Samuel is 

important. It contains a vital promise made 

by God to David, ranking alongside those 

made to Abraham and Eve.  Half a 

millennium before, Moses had told the 

people that when they reached the Promised 

Land God would choose one of their cities 

as a permanent place of worship. Naturally, 

David hoped this would be his new capital, 

Jerusalem. To start things moving, he told 

Nathan the prophet he wanted to build a 

splendid Temple, fit for his God. Nathan 

came back with a reply from the Lord. God 

was pleased with his offer, he said, but it 

would be his son, a man of peace, who 

would be entrusted with that task. However, 

he added, God had decided to built David a 

house – not a house of wood and stone, but 

a kingly house or dynasty. One of David’s 

descendants would sit on his throne, he said, 

who would be not only David’s son, but 

 

 

God’s son too, and he would reign over 

God’s people for ever. The solution to this 

conundrum had to wait until the birth of 

Jesus, who was to be both David’s 

descendant and son of God. 

 

The record continues with David’s military 

successes against the surrounding nations, 

carving out a huge area under his control 

from Lebanon to the border with Egypt. 

From this mountain top of human pride, he 

was to fall very low. Lazing on his palace 

balcony one night while his army was away 

attacking Moab, he saw a beautiful woman 

bathing herself outdoors, and desired to 

have her. To his dismay, she became 

pregnant. Her husband was a distinguished 

army captain. David recalled him to 

Jerusalem, and suggested he go home to his 

wife, hoping the baby would appear to be 

his. But Uriah failed to comply.  David 

callously then wrote a letter to Joab, 

commander of the army, carried by Uriah 

himself, bidding him place the hapless 

soldier in the front line, so that he would be 

killed. David then hastily married his 

widow, Bathsheba, to make the birth appear 

legitimate but premature. It was too clumsy 

a device to deceive his citizens, and it 

certainly did not escape the eyes of the 

Lord. Months later Nathan the prophet 

knocked on his door.  Trapping David in the 

folds of a parable in which he condemned 

himself, he brought the royal sinner to 

confess his faults before God. The depths of 

his remorse are graphically penned in the 

words of Psalm 51 

 

 “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin! For I know 

my transgressions, and my sin is ever 

before me.  Against you, you only, have I 

sinned and done what is evil in your 

sight …. Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation, and uphold me with a willing 

spirit.   Then I will teach transgressors 



your ways, and sinners will return to 

you.   Deliver me from blood guiltiness, 

O God, O God of my salvation, and my 

tongue will sing aloud of your 

righteousness.  O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise.”  

 

The baby died. And as Nathan predicted, 

bloodshed rent apart David’s family from 

that day onwards. But his sin was forgiven. 

David was not normally an adulterer or 

murderer. We can take warning from the 

way power corrupts morals. But we can also 

find comfort in the abiding mercy of God to 

repentant sinners. 

 

Seven chapters follow, spotlighting the 

curse David had brought on his own house. 

His oldest son was murdered by Absalom, 

second in line to the throne. Absalom then 

plotted a coup against his own father, which 

he sprang without warning, forcing David to 

flee for his life. The rebellion almost 

succeeded, but ended when his son died in 

battle, leaving the grieving king safe to 

return to his throne.  

 

The climax of 2 Samuel comes in the last 

chapter. David had been persuaded to take a 

census of his subjects, perhaps to be able to 

boast of his achievements. But God was  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

already angry with his people for their 

ungodliness, and sent a plague that 

drastically reduced their numbers. 

Dismayed, David called down the 

punishment upon himself, just as Jesus his 

descendant in later years would bear the sins 

of the people. And fittingly, in that hour 

God revealed to the aged king the place for 

His altar and Temple. It was not to be in 

David’s city, as he had once hoped, but a 

little to the north, on Mount Moriah. It was 

the place where Abraham had been prepared 

to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac, and close 

to the spot where Jesus was to be crucified, 

outside the city walls. The jagged rock 

around which the Temple was built is still 

there today, covered by a Muslim shrine. 

 

MILESTONES IN HUMAN HISTORY 

It may be helpful at this point to set the 

Bible story so far into a time frame of very 

approximate dates -   
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